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Belen was one of many New Mexico cities that 
sprouted a baseball team and built a fanbase. 
PHOTO COURTESY OF BELEN HARVEY HOUSE MUSEUM
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Take a photo of yourself or someone else with the 
magazine and email it with a few words about the 
photo. Include your name, mailing address and 
co-op name.

One lucky member will win $20. Submitting your 
photo(s) gives us permission to publish or post the 
photo(s) in enchantment, on Facebook and in other 
media outlets.

Email to: enchantment@nmelectric.coop

      
enchantment

monthly
photo winner

Congratulations to 
Deanna Walker, with 
October’s enchantment! 

This  freshman New Mexico 
 history  class  studied the 
feature on Bu tch Cassidy 
and the Sundance Kid in  its 
class .

Deanna Walker wins $20!

Take a photo of you holding 
YOUR MAGAZINE AND WIN!
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 A lineworker’s job of providing you with 
electricity is one of the toughest in the business. 
Climbing poles and stringing wire in all kinds 
of weather and dealing with electrical hazards 
are serious matters. You can help make a 
lineworker’s job safer by following these simple 
suggestions: 

• Don’t hang birdhouses or basketball hoops 
on utility/electric poles. Lineworkers will have 
a hard time climbing around them if they must 
climb that pole. 

• Don’t landscape around poles or pad-
mounted transformers with flower boxes or 
flower beds. Keep this area free of all obstacles. 

• Don’t hang or post signs on utility poles. 
These could cause lineworkers to slip while 
climbing. Even staples or nails left behind are 

a climbing hazard and can damage insulated 
gloves that protect lineworkers from electricity. 

• Don’t use electrical equipment for your 
target practice. This could not only harm you, 
but it could cause an outage affecting hundreds 
of your neighbors. 

You Can Help Make a 
Lineworker’s Job Safer 

Average Annual Price Increase 2016-2021

Sources: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics
Consumer Price Index
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ELECTRICITY REMAINS 
A GOOD VALUE
The cost of powering your home rises slowly when compared to other 
common expenses. Looking at price increases over the last five years, it’s 
easy to see electricity remains a good value.
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Staying comfortable in your home often 
means turning up the heat or the air con-
ditioning, but that can be costly if your 
home is not properly sealed from the 
elements. 

Roughly half of the energy a home uses 
goes to heating and cooling. Detecting and 
sealing leaks can save you money.

Cold air seeps into homes through small 
openings. To find those spots, take an 
incense stick or a lighted match and move 
it around the edge of windows and doors. 
This works best on a windy day. Air infil-
tration will be obvious. There are several 
remedies for fixing problems: 

• Add weatherstripping to the edges of 
windows and doors.

• If your home has single-pane win-
dows, consider adding storm windows to 
the exterior as an added barrier. If you are 
on the fence about replacing your old win-
dows or adding storm windows, you might 
be surprised at how much new window 
installation has come down in the last few 
years. If you use a local handyman or con-
tractor, you can install new windows for 
around $250 to $300 per window. Not only 
will your home be more aesthetically pleas-
ing, you will be more comfortable and save 
on your utility bills. It adds value to your 
home as well. 

• Add window film kits, which are 
effective in keeping cold air out. 

• Remove old, cracked caulking and 
replace with new caulking designed for the 
application. Clear silicone caulking works 
best. 

• Use insulated curtains to prevent fur-
ther heat loss. 

• Remove window air conditioners 
when summer is over. 

A quick walk around the outside of your 
home will reveal prime area candidates for 
quick and easy repairs. Any time a hole is 
drilled into a home, it creates an oppor-
tunity for energy loss. Start by checking 
pipe and wire penetrations. They should 
be sealed on the exterior and interior walls. 
This not only helps prevent energy loss, 
but also will keep critters from making 
their home inside yours. 

The ductwork of a forced-air furnace, 
central air conditioning unit or heat pump 
can be another source of energy loss. 
According to Energy Star, sealing and insu-
lating those ducts can improve the efficiency 

of your system by as much as 20%. 
Once ducts are sealed, check the con-

nections at bends and registers, making 
sure connections are tight. 

Next, wrap the ducts in insulation. 
Many homeowners will turn to an HVAC 
company or professional for this work. 

Sealing your home doesn’t have to be 
complicated or expensive. You can even 
turn it into a fun activity. Have each family 
member explore the house and write down 
how many problem areas they find. 

Whoever finds the most areas to fix 
gets to be the foreman while the rest of the 
family is assigned to fixing the problems. 
It is a creative and simple way to get 
the entire family involved while taking 
some of the boredom out of an otherwise 
unexciting chore.

Seal Up Your Home and Save Money

Save the Date!
Farmers’ Electric Cooperative’s 85th 
annual meeting will be Saturday, May 
13 at the San Jon High School gym in 
San Jon, New Mexico. More details will 
follow. We hope to see you there!

Detecting and 
sealing energy 
leaks inside and 
outside your home 
can save you 
money during 
cold—and warm—
weather 
conditions.
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In February, Venus continues its climb into the western evening 
sky that it began late last year. By the beginning of February, it sets 
almost half an hour after the end of dusk, staying visible longer 
during the next two months until it is visible for more than two 
hours by the middle of spring. Venus remains a brilliant evening-
sky beacon until midyear, after which it begins a rapid descent 
into evening twilight as it passes between Earth and the sun 
during August.

 Venus is not the only planet visible in our evening sky this 
month. While Saturn has vanished into the twilight, Jupiter 
remains visible in our southwestern sky after dusk. It gradually 
sinks lower to the horizon during February as it and Venus 
approach each other, with the two worlds having a close 
conjunction with each other in early March. 

Mars, meanwhile, remains high in our western sky during the 
evening and sets during midmorning. It isn’t as bright as it was 
late last year when it was closer to Earth, but it is still a rather 
prominent object cruising through the constellation of Taurus.

Our sole morning-sky planet this month is Mercury. At the 
beginning of February, our solar system’s innermost world is 
visible low in the southeast near the beginning of dawn, but 
during the next one to two weeks, it sinks rapidly toward the 
horizon and is soon lost in twilight.

The comet mentioned in last month’s column—Comet ZTF—
was bright enough to see with ordinary binoculars by the end 
of December. It passed closest to the sun in mid-January and is 
nearest Earth—just 26 million miles away—in early February. The 
comet is near the bright star Capellain the constellation Auriga on 
the evening of Sunday, February 5. It travels southward, passing 
slightly east of Mars five nights later and a similar distance east of 
the Hyades star cluster in Taurus four nights after that. 

It may be bright enough to detect with the unaided eye—at 
least, from dark rural sites—early in the month when nearest 
Earth (although the full moon on the fifth will make viewing 
difficult) but will likely fade rapidly as it pulls away from our 
planet afterward. 

enchantment.coop6 FEBRUARY 2023  

hale to the stars I By Alan Hale {{

Comet ZTF on January 4, 2023, as imaged by a remotely-controlled telescope of the Las Cumbres Observatory network at Teide 
Observatory in the Canary Islands. PHOTO COURTESY OF LAS CUMBRES OBSERVATORY AND EARTHRISE INSTITUTE.

A Bright Comet Flashing By



Getting Up Just Got Easy... 
Regain Your Independence

The only adjustable bed that helps you “Get Up and Go” by yourself!
As we age, a good night’s sleep is more 

important than ever. Unfortunately, for millions 
of people with mobility issues, getting in and out 
of bed can be inconvenient, undignified and even 
dangerous. Now, thanks to the work of countless 

design engineers and health professionals behind 
the UpBed™ Independence, getting in and out of 
bed can be the easiest part of your day.

Why spend another night wondering how you 
are going to get out of bed. Call now, and a 
helpful, knowledgeable product expert can answer 
your questions and tell you how you can get an 
UpBed™ Independence of your very own.

NEW!

This bedding product cannot be returned, but if it arrives damaged or defective, 
at our option we will repair it or replace it. ©2022 Journey Health and Lifestyle

Call now toll free and order one today!  

1-888-410-1287  
Please mention code 117742 when ordering.

85
40

4

It’s a 
Bed for 
Sleep

It’s a 
Bed that 
is also a 
Chair

It’s a Bed 
that helps 
you Stand 
Up

What makes it better:
• Adjusts to a variety of positions,

• Exclusive 90-degree rotation

• Gently raises and lowers you

• Safety rails and a motion-sensor LED

• Comfortable Twin XL Memory Foam mattress

• Designed to fi t into any décor and room 
confi guration.

• 2 USB power outlets for nighttime device charging.

Getting Up Just Got Easy... 
Regain Your Independence
Getting Up Just Got Easy... Getting Up Just Got Easy... 
Regain Your Independence

enjoying life never gets old™mobility | sleep | comfort | safety

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS A+

Independence



American 
Prometheus: 
The Triumph 
and Tragedy 
of J. Robert 
Oppenheimer
J. Robert 
Oppenheimer, 
whose life and 
legacy will forever 

loom over New Mexico, had long held an 
abiding affection for the high desert of 
New Mexico. But it wasn’t until the fall 
of 1942 that he would have his chance to 
blend his affection with this other love: 
physics. 

Ahead of this summer’s highly 
anticipated film “Oppenheimer,” consider 
revisiting the Pulitzer Prize-winning 
biography, and source document for 
the film. The tome, which took 25 years 
for the authors to complete, masterfully 
illuminates the complicated and iconic life 
of the father of the atomic bomb.

By Kai Bird and Martin J. Sherwin
Random House
Available at Amazon.com

The Women 
of La Raza: An 
Epic History 
of Chicana 
/ Mexican-
American 
Peoples 
While the whole of 
Europe lived under 
the spell of a male 

god figure, the belief and spiritual basis 
of Indigenous peoples in the Americas 
was that of the woman, Mother Earth, 
natural laws, and life forces. Enriqueta 
L. Vasquez—a celebrated force of nature 
herself—has committed her talents 
here to the comprehensive telling of the 
contributions of women throughout 
Mexican and Mexican American history. 

By Enriqueta L. Vasquez
El Grito del Norte Publication
Available at Amazon.com

book chat I By B.A. Kelly                                  

Wild Life 
The old adage, 
“You can’t judge a 
book by its cover,” 
can be traced to a 
George Eliot novel, 
“The Mill on the 
Floss,” written in 
1860. I haven’t read 
Eliot’s book, but the 

internet tells me the overarching theme 
is the importance of sympathy. This is 
fitting, because I would like your kindness 
as I admit I sometimes do choose books by 
their cover. “Wild Life” is only the latest 
such book. 

This light-hearted but oddly heavy) 
book’s appeal lies in its texture, color, font, 
optimism and aspirational imagery—the 
sum of which rendered me powerless. This 
happens to me, and possibly to you too, on 
occasion. I didn’t know I was in the market 
for “50 projects to rewild your life from the 
home to outdoors,” yet there I was leaving 
my local haunt with this book tucked under 
my arm. Now, will I go on to build a bug 
hotel, forage for edible weeds or align my 
circadian rhythm? Unlikely, but I’m not 
compelled to judge every book by its utility 
either. 
 
By Anna Carlile
Hardie Grant
Available at Amazon.com

ADOBE STOCK PHOTO 
BY MOTIZOVA

Book Review Requests
All book reviews are at the sole 
discretion of the book reviewer.
Submitting a book is not a 
guarantee it will be reviewed.
Send your book to:
ATTN: Book Chat
614 Don Gaspar Ave.
Santa Fe, NM 87505
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energy sense     I   Miranda Boutelle
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The importance of farms can-
not be understated. Farmers 
feed our families and keep the 
country running. 

Farming is a business with 
many challenges, including risk 
and uncertainty. Finding ways 
to use less energy can reduce 
costs and result in energy 
savings for years to come. 

When looking to improve 
farm efficiency, consider the 
following areas. 

Motors and Pumps
Because motors and pumps 
account for a significant amount 
of energy use on a farm, 
replacing inefficient motors 
with efficient models can save 
energy and reduce cost. 

Adding variable frequency 
drives allows you to adjust 
the frequency and voltage 
supplied to the motor or pump 
to change the motor’s speed. 
This saves kilowatt-hours and 
reduces load by only operating 
at the needed capacity. 

A VFD can be used in place 
of a phase converter, which 
allows use of three-phase power 
equipment where there is only 
access to single-phase power. 

Irrigation
Upgrade irrigation equipment 
to use less water, which means 
less pumping—reducing the 
amount of water and energy 
consumed. 

The goal is to get the 
right amount of water where 
it is needed. This can be 
accomplished by reducing 
evaporation through system 
design and fixing leaks 
in the system. GPS and 
geographic information system 
technologies allow for more 
specific irrigation targeting. 

Monitor and test systems 
regularly to ensure maximum 
efficiency. 

Heater Controls
In climates where engine 
block heaters are used to 
keep vehicle engines warm 
enough to start, adding engine 
block heater controls with 
temperature sensors and 
timers will reduce electricity 
use. 

To keep water from freezing 
on farms with livestock, save 
energy by using stock tank 
heaters with thermostatic 
controls, which operate only 

when needed instead of 
running constantly. 

Insulated stock tanks may 
eliminate the need to heat water. 

Lights
The longer lights are on, 
the higher the potential for 
savings. Prioritize replacing 
incandescent or fluorescent 
exterior lighting on photocells 
or lights that stay on all night. 

LED lights last two to four 
times longer than fluorescents 
and 25 to 35 times longer than 
incandescents. That means less 
frequent replacement, which 
saves on materials and labor 
costs. 

Emerging Technology
New farming technologies 
offering efficiency possibilities 
include electric tractors, space 
heating and water heating. 

Equipment with information 
technology capabilities can 
aid efficiency by monitoring 
conditions and automating 
farming tasks. As with home 
efficiency practices, consider 
the equipment used most 
and the savings potential 
from upgrading or modifying 
existing equipment. 

Rebates
About 80% of U.S. farms are 
in counties served by electric 
cooperatives. Your electric 
co-op or public utility district 
may offer rebates on farming 
equipment and energy-
efficiency projects that help 
reduce energy use. 

Improving efficiency on the 
farm can result in less energy 
use, lower bills and improved 
farming success during 
challenging financial times.

This content was originally created by Efficiency Services Group LLC under contract with 
NRECA. NRECA retains ownership of this content. NRECA does not endorse Efficiency 
Services Group, its views herein expressed, nor any products or services it offers.

Miranda Boutelle has more than 20 years of experience 
helping people save energy. She has worked on energy-
efficiency projects from the Midwest to the West Coast. 
Today, Miranda is chief operating officer at Efficiency 
Services Group in Oregon, a cooperatively owned energy-
efficiency company.

Efficient Farming Equipment

Irrigation equipment can be 
upgraded to use less water, 

which means less pumping—
reducing the amount of water 

and energy consumed. 
PHOTO COURTESY OF BONNEVILLE 
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The very best hunting knives possess a perfect balance of form and 
function. They’re carefully constructed from fine materials, but 

also have that little something extra to connect the owner with nature.
If you’re on the hunt for a knife that combines impeccable craftsmanship 
with a sense of wonder, the $79 Huntsman Blade is the trophy you’re 
looking for.
The blade is full tang, meaning it doesn’t stop at the handle but extends 
to the length of the grip for the ultimate in strength. The blade is made 
from 420 surgical steel, famed for its sharpness and its resistance to 
corrosion.
The handle is made from genuine natural bone, and features 
decorative wood spacers and a hand-carved motif of two overlapping 
feathers— a reminder for you to respect and connect with the natural 
world. 
This fusion of substance and style can garner a high price tag out in 
the marketplace. In fact, we found full tang, stainless steel blades with 
bone handles in excess of $2,000. Well, 
that won’t cut it around here. We have 
mastered the hunt for the best deal, and in 
turn pass the spoils on to our customers. 
But we don’t stop there. While supplies 
last, we’ll include a pair of $99 8x21 power 
compact binoculars and a genuine leather 
sheath FREE when you purchase the 
Huntsman Blade.
Your satisfaction is 100% guaranteed. 
Feel the knife in your hands, wear it 
on your hip, inspect the impeccable 
craftsmanship. If you don’t feel like we cut 
you a fair deal, send it back within 30 days 
for a complete refund of the item price. 
Limited Reserves. A deal like this won’t last 
long. We have only 1120 Huntsman Blades
for this ad only. Don’t let this beauty slip 
through your fingers. Call today!

Stauer… Afford the Extraordinary.®

Full tang stainless steel blade with natural 
bone handle —now ONLY $79!

BONUS! Call today and 
you’ll also receive this 
genuine leather sheath!

14101 Southcross Drive W., Ste 155, Dept. HBK132-01
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337  www.stauer.comStauer®

*Discount is only for customers who use the offer code versus the 
listed original Stauer.com price.

California residents please call 1-800-333-2045 regarding 
Proposition 65 regulations before purchasing this product.

Rating of A+

Throw Yourself a Bone

EXCLUSIVE

FREE
Stauer® 8x21

Compact 
Binoculars

-a $99 value-
with purchase of 
Huntsman Blade

Huntsman Blade  $249*  

Offer Code Price Only $79 + S&P  Save $170

1-800-333-2045
Your Insider Offer Code: HBK132-01
You must use the insider offer code to get our special price.

• 12” overall length; 6 ¹⁄2” stainless steel full tang blade • Genuine bone handle 
with brass hand guard & bolsters • Includes genuine leather sheath

What Stauer Clients 
Are Saying About 
Our Knives


“This knife is beautiful!”
— J., La Crescent, MN


“The feel of this knife 
is unbelievable...this 
is an incredibly fine 
instrument.”
— H., Arvada, CO
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For the Lowest Price Call

45-DAY RISK-FREE TRIAL!
If you are not completely satis� ed with 

your hearing aids, return them 
within 45 days for a FULL REFUND!

1-800-976-1341
www.TryMDNeo.com

Nearly Invisible

How can a rechargeable hearing 
aid that � ts inside your ear cost
only $14 999                            be every bit as good 
as one that sells for $2,400 or more?

rating for
10+ years

BBBAA++

Use Code EE64
and get FREE Shipping

DOCTOR DESIGNED | AUDIOLOGIST TESTED | FDA REGISTERED

™ Proudly designed in 
America and supported 

by US audiologists

Hearing Aid

RECHARGEABLE
In-Your-Ear

NEW!

ONLY

$14 999

REG $299.98

Each When You Buy a Pair

PLUS FREE SHIPPING

Limited Time Only!

FREE
BUY 1 GET 1

Charging caseCharging case

CHARGE AND GOAT NIGHT ALL DAY

Our smallest hearing aid ever!

The answer: Although tremendous strides 
have been made in Hearing Aid Technology, 
those cost reductions have not been passed 
on to you. Until now...
The MDHearing™ NEO uses the same kind of 
technology incorporated into hearing aids that cost 
thousands more at a small fraction of the price.
Over 800,000 satis� ed MDHearing customers 
agree: High-quality, digital, FDA-registered 
rechargeable hearing aids don’t have to cost 
a fortune. NEO is a medical-grade, digital, 
rechargeable hearing aid offering sophistication
and high performance; and works right out of 
the box with no time consuming “adjustment” 
appointments. You can contact a licensed 
hearing specialist conveniently online or by 
phone — even after your purchase at no cost. 
No other company provides such extensive support. 
Now that you know...why pay more?

PLUS... It � ts inside your ear.

Actual size Charging caseActual size

Everything you need in a hearing aid... 
EXCEPT THE HIGH PRICE!



A craze for baseball swept the country in 
the early 1900s. Towns—no matter their 
size— organized baseball clubs. Initially, 
playing fields were not much more than 
hastily cleared plots on the edge of town. 
Competitions between the local teams were 
the main events at county fairs and town 
celebrations.

Baseball clubs first began to appear on 
the East Coast in the 1840s. As settlers 
moved west, so did the game of baseball, 
and by the 1920s most small towns had 
at least one team. New Mexico was no 
exception when it came to the baseball 

craze, and every section of the state had 
organized baseball clubs by the early 1900s. 

Often, all the stores in town closed and 
the entire population attended the baseball 
game when one was scheduled. Some 
towns were lucky enough to have multiple 
teams.

From around 1910 through the 1930s, 
one of the best baseball teams in New 
Mexico was the Mountainair Bean 
Busters. Teams from the smaller towns 
were no match for the Mountainair 
team as described in newspaper articles. 
Mountainair was proud of its winning 

The Ol’ Ball Game

enchantment.coopenchantment.coop

The country’s craze 
for baseball reached 
base in New Mexico in 
the early 1900s
 
By Dixie Boyle

Belen was one of many New Mexico cities that sprouted a baseball team in the early 1900s. PHOTO COURTESY OF BELEN HARVEY HOUSE MUSEUM
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team and often traveled with the club to 
away games. 

One article in the Mountainair 
Independent tells of a game against 
Estancia in June 1920.

“The Bean Busters crossed bats with 
the Estancia baseball club at Estancia and 
wound up with a score of 10 to 1 in favor 
of the Bean Busters from Pinto Land.”

Ira Chisum managed the team through 
the 1930s. Under his guidance, Bean 
Busters often came out on top. In that 
era, managers not only made on-field 
decisions, but needed to lead off the field 
as well. Managers often were in charge of 
scheduling games and travel.

Estancia’s baseball team at first was 
uncertain if the town even wanted a team 
and issued the following challenge in the 
local newspaper: “All lovers of the national 
game are urged to attend and root for the 
home team. The attendance at the game 
Sunday will indicate whether the fans want 
baseball in Estancia or not—admission 25 
cents.”

The Estancia club was one of the 
first teams in the state to go on tour, 
scheduling games with Belen, Carrizozo, 
Clovis and Roswell. The Estancia team 
often had a good pitcher. An article in 
the Albuquerque Journal in August 1917 
reported that “in a pitcher’s battle Sunday 
afternoon, the Estancia Baseball Club 
defeated the Santa Fe team by striking out 
17 men and allowing only three hits.”

In this early era of baseball, rivalries 
and fights occurred between the teams—
especially when games ended in a close 
score. From the beginning, a strong rivalry 
developed between the small towns of 
Manzano and Punta de Agua. In 1940, 
the Punta team was scheduled to play its 
first game of the season against Manzano 
one afternoon and arrived at the playing 
field on horseback with most of the players 
riding double. The game was tense from 
the start, but the two teams managed to 
play a few innings before the game erupted 
into a fistfight.

Before long, the Punta players realized 
they were outnumbered and tried 

mounting their horses to leave town, 
but the Manzano fans held them back. 
Eventually, they were able to escape by 
jumping on their horses and riding straight 
through the crowd. A cloud of dust 
followed them as they raced back to Punta. 

Fans were often prepared for fights to 
break out after a game, and many left early 
to not to be involved while others waited to 
join the fray. 

In contrast, the Belen Club was known 
for its sportsmanship and a fast brand of 
baseball. John Becker, co-founder of the 
town, provided uniforms for the first Belen 
team. The town was extremely loyal and 
proud of its team from the beginning. Fans 
traveled in a caravan to out-of-town games. 

When Belen won the league 
championship in 1925, an elaborate 
banquet was sponsored by the local Harvey 
House. A series of after-dinner speeches 
made up the agenda and were enjoyed by 
those in attendance. 

In 1919, Madrid’s town Superintendent 

Oscar Huber organized the Madrid Miners 
baseball club. Huber felt his workers 
needed something to do after hours instead 
of spending their money in the local bars. 
At the same time, he began building on 
one of the country’s premiere baseball 
fields and first lighted baseball park west 
of the Mississippi River. Baseball was the 
most attended event in town.

Madrid was becoming an important 
baseball center when the coal mines 
stopped producing and the town started to 
die. For a time, the town served as a minor 
league farm club of the Brooklyn Dodgers. 
But as Major League Baseball consolidated 
its control of the sport, most of the baseball 
teams were gone by the late 1950s.

Today, baseball survives in New Mexico 
through Albuquerque Isotopes, the AAA 
affiliate of the Colorado Rockies, and the 
Roswell Invaders and Santa Fe Fuego of the 
Pecos League. 
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Madrid’s ball park had stands with covered seating. PHOTO COURTESY OF DIXIE BOYLE
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Stories by Paul Wesslund

The North American Electric Reliability 
Corp. recently graded the nation’s electric 
grid, determining it is highly reliable and 
continues to improve despite challenges 
that may stress it in the coming years. 

According to NERC’s “2022 State 
of Reliability,” the network of power 
plants, transmission lines and associated 
equipment—often referred to as the bulk 
power system—repeatedly improved its 
performance the past six years. 

That trend comes despite adding more 
energy generated from renewable sources 
and increasingly extreme weather patterns. 

Spurred by federal policies and market 
conditions, a drastic decline in available 
power generation resources has made 
complex electric systems more difficult 
to balance. As the nation’s energy mix 
evolves and flexible generation decreases 
from sources that are fuel-assured, weath-
erized and dispatchable, the risk of energy 

shortfalls is more likely.
Despite the challenges ahead—nota-

bly weather and cybersecurity threats—
improvement in grid reliability was noted 
in 2021 in both year-over-year and five-
year averages.

The process of electricity delivery is 
often described as the most complex 
machine in the world. The U.S. bulk power 
system is comprised of more than 7,300 
power plants and nearly 160,000 miles 
of high-voltage power lines. They deliver 
most of the electricity to local utilities and 
millions of miles of lower-voltage lines that 
ultimately connect homes, businesses and 
other energy consumers to the electric grid.  

The electricity the power system carries 
to you must be generated at the exact time 
you flip the switch to use it. It is a mind-
boggling job of high-tech coordination—
and the national grid does it every second 
of every day.

NERC’s report underscores the success, 
and highlights recommendations for 
challenges facing the energy industry.

Coping With Extreme Weather
Given the frequency and intensity of severe 
weather that affects electric operations, 

NERC recommends shifting focus from 
just ensuring there is ample energy supply 
to putting measures in place to withstand, 
adapt to, protect against and recover from 
the impacts of extreme weather events.

Much of the NERC assessment focuses 
on the February 2021 event in Texas when 
six days of below-freezing temperatures 
left some people without power for as 
many as four days. NERC advises steps to 
provide more transmission connections 
across the country so power can be more 
easily shared. NERC also suggests better 
preparing equipment for cold weather, 
noting many generating units failed in the 
freezing temperatures. 

Beefing Up Cybersecurity 
Electric utilities repelled threats from 
what NERC called “increasingly bold 
cybercriminals.” NERC referred to a 
relatively new term for using the internet 
for political and social protest: “hactivism.” 

NERC has established the Electricity 
Information Sharing and Analysis Center 
that gathers information about the 
latest cyberthreats and advises utilities 
about safeguards to supplement existing 
cybersecurity programs. 

Keeping Power Flowing
New report reveals grid 
reliability increasing 
despite new challenges
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Extreme weather and increased use of renewable energy are affecting the electric 
utility industry so much there is a new term used to talk about it: resilience.

A few years ago, reliability was the term of choice. That meant trimming trees near 
power lines and keeping squirrels from chewing up electrical equipment. Attention 
to those priorities worked. The average American’s electricity stayed on more than 
99.9% of the time. That reliability record is still holding up, but it’s under pressure. 

Resilience is about actionable steps electric utilities take to keep power flowing— 
the ability to predict, adapt to, withstand and recover from sudden large-scale 
disruptive events, and ensure consumers have the reliable power they need.

A less-formal explanation from the Future Electric Utility Regulation Advisory 
Group compares electric service to a boxing match: “Reliability is when you can take 
a punch. Resilience is how fast you get up off the canvas after you’ve been hit hard.”

Electricity is more important than ever to our daily lives, but weather events can 
suddenly take away that essential electricity. Utilities need to be ready to get back up 
off the canvas quickly—and that is what they are doing. 

Last year, Congress passed and the White House signed a law that includes a 
$10.5 billion Grid Resilience and Innovation Partnership Program.

Electric utilities are building resilience through:
Coordinated, local planning. Government and utilities 

are sharing information to protect against the latest 
cyber threats. But resilience also means paying attention 
to regional and local differences. Raising substations 
higher off the ground might make sense in flood-prone 
areas. Wrapping utility poles with fire-resistant coverings 
could be considered where wildfires are a threat.

Microgrids. One idea being tried is to create small 
areas that can supply their own electricity during a 
widespread outage, using a combination of wind and 
solar power, large-scale storage batteries and diesel 
generators.

Continued modernization. Electric utilities are building 
power lines that connect to new sources of renewable 
energy, and investing in digital equipment and sensors 
that can more quickly detect and resolve power outages 
or other problems. 

Decentralized electricity. Rooftop solar arrays allow homeowners to sell excess 
power back to the utility. It’s called distributed energy resources, which describes 
home generators, batteries and other energy sources. The challenge for utilities is to 
integrate power sources that can be variable and intermittent into the smooth flow 
of electricity on the grid. 

There are opportunities as well as challenges. The growing numbers of electric 
vehicles plugged in overnight could be seen as a huge energy drain on the grid when 
the batteries in the electric cars are charging, or those same batteries—when fully 
charged—could be a source of reserve power to supply the home in case of a large, 
unplanned outage. 

As the ways we generate and consume energy change, utilities are turning to 
innovative solutions to serve local communities. That’s called resilience. 

Across the United States, electric 
cooperatives are working with national and 
local partners to fight cyberthreats and add 
resiliency to establish relationships, provide 
tools, and share resources and training 
information to continuously improve 
cyberprotection.

Increased Renewable Energy
Renewable fuels such as wind and solar 
are clean energy choices, but they come 
with drawbacks for a smooth-running grid 
at any hour of the day. A major downside 
is they depend on the sun shining or the 
wind blowing. They are what NERC calls 
“variable energy resources.” 

A long-term solution may be large-scale 
batteries that can store renewable energy so 
it can be available whenever it is needed. 
Although battery technology is rapidly 
improving, NERC notes utilities should 
continue to rely on natural gas-fired power 
plants to produce additional electricity 
when renewable options are not available.

Today’s energy landscape is wide-ranging 
and rapidly changing, yet the U.S. electric 
grid continues to keep power flowing, 
providing the dependable electricity you 
rely on every minute of every day. 

A complex web of high-voltage power lines 
and power plants deliver electricity across 
millions of miles of lower-voltage lines 
connected to energy consumers. PHOTO BY 
JAMIE FOWLER, HIGH WEST ENERGY INC.

Utilities Building Resiliency 
Into the Electric Power Grid

Electric utilities work 
together to improve the 
cyber landscape. PHOTO 
BY GARRETT HUBBARD
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Most of us take reliable electric power for granted. 

Do you know what it takes to get power to you?

The Path of 

Electricity

Power Plant/
Hydroelectric Dam 
At a generating plant, electric 
energy is produced using gas, 
coal, oil, nuclear or water.

1
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Electricity
Step-Up Substation 
Transformers at generating plants increase the 
voltage up to 345,000 volts so it can travel long 
distances over high-voltage transmission lines.

2

Transmission Substation 
These transformers reduce electricity to 69,000 
volts, making it suitable for short-distance delivery.

4

Distribution Lines   
Utility-owned lines carry power to transformers 
that reduce power to 120/240 or 120/208 volts for 
consumers. They also may transmit any consumer-owned 
generation—such as from solar panels—onto the grid.

6

High-Voltage 
Transmission Lines
These lines carry electricity across long 
distances.

3

Local Distribution Substation 
Local electric utilities operate these smaller 
substations to reduce electricity to 7,200 to 
14,000 volts for distribution to users.

5

Consumer-Owned 
Renewable Generation   
Solar panels, geothermal collection, a methane 
digestor or a wind turbine is interconnected to 
the utility’s lines. A cutßoff switch is installed that 
disconnects the device from the line to protect 
personnel working during an outage or maintenance.

7
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Love From the Kitchen

on the menu I By Sue Hutchison

Sue Hutchison was born 
and raised a block from 
the freeway in Southern 
California. She had an early 
start with industrial, large-
scale cooking before age 20. 
She's always been both a 
beach bum and at home in 
the kitchen, where she enjoys 
making new creations. 
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Nothing quite communicates love as well as home-cooked 
goodness. Many of us look disapprovingly at those holiday 
pounds that stubbornly stuck around into the new year, but 
February recipes are comfort food surprisingly low in calories. 

Making healthy choices while utilizing warm and cozy 
meal options can provide a great outlook on shedding those 
remaining unwanted pounds.

For people who are watching gluten as well as dairy, fat-free 
tomato basil soup is filled with delicious tastes without any of 

those pesky problems. 
While fried orange chicken is a favorite, light orange chicken 

satisfies the palate without the high calories. 
Why not prepare a low-calorie, healthy dessert for Valentine’s 

Day? Our baked pear pecan crumble is loaded with necessary 
nutrients and is a wonderful alternative to the usual chocolate or 
candy eaten during the holiday. 

Show those you love how much you care and get busy in the 
kitchen.   

Fat-Free Tomato Basil Soup

In a large saucepan, combine all ingredients. Add just enough 
water to cover the bottom of your pan.

Bring to a simmer, cover and simmer on low heat until 
tomatoes are soft.

With an immersion blender, pulse until smooth or until 
soup reaches the desired texture. 

Ladle soup into serving bowls. Sprinkle with additional 
dried basil and serve. 

5 cups cherry tomatoes, fresh 
or frozen

2 cloves garlic, minced

½ teaspoon salt
½ teaspoon pepper
2 teaspoons dried basil
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Light Orange Chicken
4 boneless, skinless chicken 

breasts
2 teaspoons soy sauce
2 teaspoons honey

Salt/pepper to taste
2 mandarin or cutie oranges, 

peeled and sectioned

Rinse chicken and slice each breast into quarters. 
In a nonstick skillet, brown chicken on one side on medium 

heat.
While browning your chicken, whisk together soy sauce and 

honey in a small bowl. Add salt and pepper.
Turn chicken, and drizzle sauce over top, stirring to 

completely coat the chicken. 
Sprinkle orange slices on top. Cover, and finish cooking the 

chicken. Serve immediately.  
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In a grill pan, grill pear halves, flesh side down, until 
slightly soft and grill marks appear. 

Preheat the oven to 350 F.
In a mixing bowl, mix oats, sugar, ginger and nutmeg.
With a box grater, grate butter into your spices. Using 

a fork, blend in the butter until the mixture forms large 
crumbs. Stir in pecans. 

On a rimmed baking sheet sprayed with butter-flavored 
cooking spray, place your pears, flesh side up. 

Spoon the topping on individual pears. 
Bake for 30-40 minutes until pears are soft and the 

topping is lightly browned. 
Remove pears from oven and let stand for 5-10 

minutes. Serve warm. 

3 fresh pears, cored and 
halved

1 cup old-fashioned oats
½ cup brown sugar
¼ teaspoon nutmeg

½ teaspoon ground 
ginger

4 tablespoons butter, 
cold

½ cup pecans, chopped

Baked Pear Pecan Crumble
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THE MARKET PLACE

Animals
NOT ALL WATER TANKS ARE 
CREATED EQUAL! Are quality, value 
and longevity important to you? Buy 
high specific gravity, heavyweight, 
long warranty, superior black NRCS 
tanks. Lowest prices only provide 
minimum standards, lower weights 
and shorter warranties. Find out more! 
575-430-1010.

NEW MEXICO DRINKING WATER 
STORAGE TANKS, heavy-duty black 
poly. Fittings customized to your 
needs. NRCS and EQUIP approved. 
High specific gravity, heavyweight, 
long warranty, algae resistant, black 
NRCS water tanks. Call 800-603-8272 
or 575-682-2308.

RABBITS, ALL AGES AND SIZES. 
For pets, show, meat, fur. Polish, 
New Zealand, Californians. Cages, 
feeders, door latches, urine and wire 
guards. Call Gene at 505-906-1291 in 
Jamestown, New Mexico, at The Bunny 
Farm. All calls will be answered.

SADDLES AND TACK. Everything 
for the horse. Western & English tack 
bought and sold. Rancho Elisa Stables 
LLC, 500 Route 66 East, Moriarty, 
NM 87035. Call 505-832-5113 or email 
ranchoelisastablesfr@swcp.com

LET US MARKET YOUR LIVESTOCK. 
Live auction every Wednesday at 11 am. 
View online at dvauction.com, country 
bid or live auction. If you’ve got’em, 
we’ll sell’em. Call 575-374-2505. fives-
tateslivestockauction@gmail.com

CHICKENS FOR SALE in Portales, 
NM, three to four month old red pul-
lets, $8. to $10. each. Call Smokey Ball 
at 575-749-3471.

BLACK ANGUS BULLS, thick easy 
fleshing, low maintenance bulls for 
sale. Range raised at high elevation. 
Trich and fertility tested. Low birth 
weight and Herd bulls available. Two 
year old bulls $2,600. and yearlings 
$2,100. Good Bulls. For more informa-
tion call Bobby Salvo at 575-642-0962.

Business

SUNSET SADDLES OFFERS 
CUSTOM LEATHERWORK; ie: sad-
dles, chaps, chinks, holsters, belts, etc. 
Also saddle and tack repair. Located 
in La Luz, NM. Call 575-257-8874 or 
email: sunsetsaddles@yahoo.com

MAGNUM CONSTRUCTION, INC. - 
Don’t let the New Mexico sun damage 
your valuables! Start planning your 
spring project Now. We at Magnum 
Construction offer custom metal build-
ings, from a pole barn to an airplane 
hangar, from commercial buildings 
to workshops, from simple to spec-
tacular. Stop by our office and we will 
help guide you through the sometimes 
overwhelming process of New Mexico 
Building and Permitting. From Start 
to Finish, Magnum Construction 
suits YOUR needs. Call Owner Denny 
Nespolo at 505-832-9525 for more 
information. 

Equipment
GREAT OFFER ON SOLAR 
SUBMERSIBLE SHALLOW/DEEP 
WELL PUMPS! NRCS approved with 
two-year warranty on selected pumps 
with affordable, easy installation! For 
a custom quote, call 505-429-3093 or 
email us at solarwellpumpsonline@
gmail.com, 24/7 service. Order online 
at our website:  
www.solarwellpumpsonline.com

DRINKING WATER STORAGE 
TANKS, heavy-duty black poly, 
proven algae resistant. 125 to 11,000 
gallons, NRCS and EQUIP approved. 
Please give us a chance to serve you! 
MasterCard or Visa accepted. Call 575-
682-2308 or 1-800-603-8272.

FISHING TACKLE WANTED: 
“Antique” lures, reels, rods, tackle 
boxes. Pre-1950, please. Collector 
paying highest prices for “Grandpaw’s” 
tackle box. Lures $50 to $5,000 each. 
Reels $100 to $7,500 each. Send photos 
to: tacklechaser@aol.com or call Rick at 
575-354-0365.

OVERHEAD FEED BINS. 1 to 4 
compartment, 12 to 48 tons. Any size 
free standing cattle guards, no foot-
ing needed. Dealer for T & S Feeders. 
Emery Welding, Clayton, New Mexico. 
Call 575-374-2320 or 575-207-7402. 
Email: eweld98@yahoo.com 

EQUIPMENT FOR SALE - Troy 
lawnmower, like new, 42” deck, two 
years old, $700. or best offer; Massimo 
side-by-side, 4-wheel drive with winch 
attachment, mint condition, low hours, 
$4,500.; Bridgeboard mill, power feed, 
real good condition with all tooling, 
$3,500. or best offer. For more informa-
tion, call or text 575-518-8264. 

Great Finds

BUYING OLD STUFF: Gas pumps and 
parts 1960’s or earlier, advertising signs, 
neon clocks, old car parts in original 
boxes, motor oil cans, license plate col-
lections, Route 66 items, old metal road 
signs, odd and weird stuff. Fair prices 
paid. Have pickup, will travel. Gas Guy 
in Embudo, 505-852-2995.

RAILROAD ITEMS WANTED: 
Kerosene lanterns, brass locks, keys, 
badges, uniforms, bells, whistles, and 
pre-1950 employee timetables. Always 
seeking items from any early New 
Mexico railroad, especially D&RG, 
C&S, EP&NE, EP&SW, AT&SF, SP 
or Rock Island. Call Randy Dunson at 
575-760-3341 or 575-356-6919.

WANTED: NEW MEXICO 
MOTORCYCLE LICENSE PLATES 
1912-1970. Paying $100-$500 each. 
Also buying some NM car plates 1900-
1923. Visit NMplates.com for history 
and 5,000 photographs of NM plates. 
Bill Johnston, Box 1, Organ, NM 88052-
0001. Email: Bill@NMplates.com or 
telephone 575-382-7804.
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FISHING TACKLE WANTED: 
“Antique” lures, reels, rods, tackle 
boxes. Pre-1950, please. Collector paying 
highest prices for “Grandpaw’s” tackle 
box. Lures $50 to $5,000 each. Reels 
$100 to $7,500 each. Send photos to: 
tacklechaser@aol.com or call Rick at 
575-354-0365.

HEADSTONES (I.E. CEMETERY 
MONUMENTS) is our business. Over 
1,000 designs. An eternal memory 
of a loved one. TAOS MOUNTAIN 
HERITAGE. Call 575-770-2507 or Email: 
taos_mt_heritage@msn.com Website:  
www.taosmountainheritage.com

OLD SCHOOL SIGN PAINTER, hand 
lettered signage. No vinyl, windows, 
walls, vehicles, wood, metal or plastic. 
For more information, call A. Sanchez at 
575-758-7417 or cell 505-498-7743.

“MUST SELL” - VERMONT CASTINGS 
WOOD BURNING INSERT, 28-3/4 wide 
x 21-1/2 tall x 17-1/4 deep, front projects 
3”, trim kit and 6” flex liner. Will sell 
for $3,000. Call Trish at 505-290-2699 
(leave message).

Real Estate

CONCHAS, 0 AND 00 RIDGE DRIVE, 
PRICE REDUCED! Two tracts with two 
lots per each property (lots are 100 x 100 
or .23 acre). Each tract has a permit-
ted septic that has never been used. 
Electricity and co-op water nearby. 
$40,000 per tract. Big Mesa Realty, 575-
456-2000. Paul Stout, broker, NMREL 
17843, 575-760-5461.  
www.bigmesarealty.com

SUMNER LAKE, 0000 RIVER 
RANCHES ROAD, TRACT 7, (at inter-
section with State Road 203). Just over 
20 acres. $18,000. Big Mesa Realty, 575-
456-2000. Paul Stout, broker, NMREL 
17843, 575-760-5461.  
www.bigmesarealty.com

DATIL, HERRINGTON CANYON 
ROAD/CRISWELL RANCH AREA. Two 
40 acre tracts. Great for off grid living 
or hunting. Vacant Land. $24,000. each. 
Big Mesa Realty, 575-456-2000. Paul 
Stout, broker, NMREL 17843, 575-760-
5461. www.bigmesarealty.com

PIE TOWN, SOUTH OF WILD HORSE 
SUBDIVISION NEAR GOAT RANCH 
ROAD. Two tracts (east). Twenty acres 
for $12,000. and forty acres (north) for 
$24,000. Off grid living or hunting. 
Vacant Land. Big Mesa Realty, 575-456-
2000. Paul Stout, broker, NMREL 17843, 
575-760-5461. www.bigmesarealty.com

WANTED! WORKING FAMILY 
FARMS AND RANCHES TO LIST 
AND SELL. Broker has over 50 years of 
experience working on the family farm 
in New Mexico and has been a farm 
owner and operator since 1988. Big 
Mesa Realty, 575-456-2000. Paul Stout, 
broker, NMREL 17843, 575-760-5461. 
www.bigmesarealty.com

FENCE LAKE, 295 PINE HILL 
ROAD, MOTIVATED SELLER, PRICE 
REDUCED! Sixty acres with a over 
2,300 sq. ft. log home, pipe corrals, 
outbuildings. Scenic views and just over 
one hour from Gallup. $230,000. Big 
Mesa Realty, 575-456-2000. Paul Stout, 
broker, NMREL 17843, 575-760-5461. 
www.bigmesarealty.com

CANADIAN RIVER - WEST OF UTE 
LAKE, QUAY ROAD Al. Seven 40 
acre (more or less) lots with lake and 
mesaland views. Call for appointment to 
show and pricing. Big Mesa Realty, 575-
456-2000. Paul Stout, broker, NMREL 
17843, 575-760-5461.  
www.bigmesarealty.com

DATIL, SUGARLOAF MOUNTAIN 
SUBDIVISION. Choice of three lots just 
over five acres each. $14,500. per lot. Big 
Mesa Realty, 575-456-2000, Paul Stout, 
broker, NMREL 17843, 575-760-5461. 
www.bigmesarealty.com

DATIL, CRISWELL ROAD, two tracts 
(one east and one northeast) $24,000. 
each and east of Red Feather Road 
(off Criswell Road) $25,800. Off grid 
living or hunting. Vacant land. Big 
Mesa Realty, 575-456-2000, Paul Stout, 
broker, NMREL 17843, 575-760-5461. 
www.bigmesarealty.com

TUCUMCARI, 1120 S. SARATOGA, just 
over one acre fronting US 54 (Mountain 
Road). $20,000. Big Mesa Realty, 575-
456-2000, Paul Stout, broker, NMREL 
17843, 575-760-5461.  
www.bigmesarealty.com

SANTA ROSA, 0000 WILL ROGERS 
DRIVE, PRICE REDUCED! 26 acres close 
to I-40 and old Route 66. Commercial 
potential. $399,000. Big Mesa Realty, 
575-456-2000, Paul Stout, broker, 
NMREL 17843, 575-760-5461.  
www.bigmesarealty.com

SANTA ROSA, 0000 NO SE 
ROAD, (East of Los Tanos Creek in 
Northeast corner of Hollywood Ranch 
Subdivision). Ten acres with great views 
of surrounding mesalands. $10,000. Big 
Mesa Realty, 575-456-2000, Paul Stout, 
broker, NMREL 17843, 575-760-5461. 
www.bigmesarealty.com

SAN MARCIAL, 27A WINCHESTER 
ROAD, WILLOW SPRINGS RANCH 
SUBDIVISION. PRICE REDUCED! 432 
acres in the foothills of the Chupadera 
Mountains. Close to I-25. $303,000. Big 
Mesa Realty, 575-456-2000, Paul Stout, 
broker, NMREL 17843, 575-760-5461. 
www.bigmesarealty.com

SUMNER LAKE, 225 INDIAN PLACE, 
2-bedroom, 2-bath home with upstairs 
loft that could be utilized as a sleeping 
area on 20 acres. Great view of Pecos 
River Valley. Custom built. $325,000. 
Big Mesa Realty, 575-456-2000, Paul 
Stout, broker, NMREL 17843, 575-760-
5461. www.bigmesarealty.com

DATIL, 31 OLD HIGHWAY 60, 2-bed-
room, 1-bath home on 1/2 acre. Rental 
potential. $47,800. Big Mesa Realty, 575-
456-2000, Paul Stout, broker, NMREL 
17843, 575-760-5461.  
www.bigmesarealty.com

MILAGRO, 0000 PECOS SPUR, 
PORTRILLO CREEK RANCH 
SUBDIVISION, 164 acres. Wide open 
space for homesite and/or livestock. 
Close to I-40. $94,000. Big Mesa Realty, 
575-456-2000, Paul Stout, broker, 
NMREL 17843, 575-760-5461.  
www.bigmesarealty.com

SANTA ROSA, 1070 BAR Y ROAD, 
HOLLYWOOD RANCH SUBDIVISION. 
Three parcels totaling just over 41 acres. 
Perimeter fencing and road. Water and 
electricity, $200,000. Big Mesa Realty, 
575-456-2000, Paul Stout, broker, 
NMREL 17843, 575-760-5461. 
 www.bigmesarealty.com
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CONCHAS, 631 CONCHAS DRIVE, 
MOTIVATED SELLER, 3-bedroom, 
2-bath home with detached garage 
and 30 x 40 boat storage. All electric. 
$198,000. Big Mesa Realty, 575-456-
2000, Paul Stout, broker, NMREL 17843, 
575-760-5461. www.bigmesarealty.com

THINKING OF BUYING OR SELLING 
IN DEMING? Call Heather Wood at 
Lamplight Realty, LLC 575-936-4100 
or cell 575-494-6331, e-mail heather@
lamplightrealty.com or visit the website 
at www.lamplightrealty.com 

GLADSTONE, 4386 SPRINGER 
HIGHWAY (AKA US 56-412), 3-bed-
room, 2-bath home with barn and two 
livestock sheds/lean-tos. Electric well 
and solar livestock well. $270,000. Big 
Mesa Realty, 575-456-2000, Paul Stout, 
broker, NMREL 17843, 575-760-5461. 
www.bigmesarealty.com

CIMARRON COMPOUND, 636 E. 9TH 
STREET, 1,800 sq. ft. home, 2,000 sq. 
ft. shop and 1,040 sq. ft. office build-
ing/shop frontage. Versatile mixed use 
property facing HWY 64 in Cimarron. 
Shop was purposely built for working 
on semi-trucks. $295,000. MLS 101154. 
O’Neill Land, LLC, 575-376-2341, 
Timothy O’Neill, broker, NMREL 15625, 
575-447-2340. www.swranches.com

12.5 GLORIOUS ACRES IN THE 
LA CUEVA AREA IN THE JEMEZ 
MOUNTAINS, located behind a security 
gate with no public access so that you 
can enjoy the peace and quiet along with 
the stunning views of Wild-Cat Canyon 
and Redondo Peak. Electricity is on 
the property and there is an optional 
well share in place. $149,000. Call Misty 
Stacy at Jemez Homes and Land at 505-
269-4538 for more information.

JEMEZ MOUNTAIN CABIN/LOFT 
WITH 40 FT. GAZEBO - 16243 NM 
Highway 126, 16.24 paved miles east of 
Cuba, NM on approximately 4.45 acres 
with water, electric and sewer. 325 sq. ft. 
cabin/loft with one room with kitch-
enette and powder room, garage below 
cabin. All-Season Acorn chair lift to 
cabin/loft. Gazebo has 3/4 bath attached, 
closed on five sides with wheelchair 
ramp. Two Conex containers for stor-
age. Beautiful view of the Rio Las Vacas 
River and valley. Great for family gath-
erings, hunting parties or just relaxing. 
$375,000. Call 505-347-8832 for more 
information.

BEAUTIFUL PIECE OF PROPERTY 
IN THE CHAMA VALLEY - For Sale By 
Owner. Fully fenced 17.25 acres of alfalfa 
producing pasture with 17.25 acres of 
adjudicated water rights. Great invest-
ment property to work on or build your 
dream house. $210,000. Call 505-300-
6148 or e-mail rickmedina55@yahoo.
com for more details. 

CLOVIS, 809 S. PRINCE, vacant 
land just under five acres south of the 
intersection of Brady and Prince streets. 
Commercial potential. $150,000. Big 
Mesa Realty, 575-456-2000, Paul Stout, 
broker, NMREL 17843, 575-760-5461. 
www.bigmesarealty.com

CURRY, ROOSEVELT AND 
QUAY COUNTIES, IN CLOVIS, 
PORTALES AND TUCUMCARI, OR 
IN THE COUNTRY, WE WANT YOUR 
PROPERTIES TO LIST AND SELL. 
Homes, farms and ranches. Broker is a 
life resident of Curry County and Clovis 
native. Big Mesa Realty, 575-456-2000, 
Paul Stout, broker, NMREL 17843, 575-
760-5461. www.bigmesarealty.com

To Place a Classified Ad
1. Visit www.enchantment.coop/classifieds 

and complete form. You will be contacted by 
email with price and deadline to submit check 
or money order.

2.    Ads will not be accepted over the phone. 

3.   Or, complete form and select category. 
4. Write ad on another sheet of paper.
5. Price: $20 up to first 40 words per ad, per 

category, per month. After 40 words, each 
word is 50 cents. Add $5 for small graphics 
such as cattle brands. Phone numbers, emails 
and websites count as one word. 

To Send and Pay Your Classified Ad
1. Mail ad and payment (Payable to NMRECA) 

NMRECA • enchantment
 614 Don Gaspar Ave. 
 Santa Fe, NM 87505

Deadline
1. Due the 7th, one month prior.  

Ex: Ads due February 7 for the March issue. 

Good to Know
1. Only members of New Mexico electric  

cooperatives may place ads.
2. We reserve the right to reject any ad.
4.  Advertisements in enchantment are paid  

solicitations and are not endorsed by the pub-
lisher or the electric cooperatives of New Mexico. 

5. PRODUCT SATISFACTION AND DELIVERY 
RESPONSIBILITY LIE SOLELY WITH THE 
ADVERTISER.

Questions
1. Call: 505-982-4671 or
2. Email: enchantment@nmelectric.coop

Name: _______________________ 
___________________________
Address: ______________________ 
___________________________ 
City: ________________________
State: ________ ZIP: ____________
Phone: _______________________
Cooperative:____________________

Select Category Below
 Animals  Great Finds

 Business  Real Estate

 Equipment  Vehicles
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Advertise in

 
 
 

enchantmentads@
nmelectric.coop

Order an  

gift subscription today

1 Year: $12 or 2 Years: 
$18

Mail payment payable to 
NMRECA with mailing 

details of person receiving 
subscription:

Mail to: 
enchantment 

614 Don Gaspar Ave. 
Santa Fe, NM 87505



Untangling the Kinks in 
the Electricity Supply Chainthe Electricity Supply Chain

Electric utilities saw warning 
signs even before the pandemic

By Paul Wesslund

Electric utilities are experiencing longer-than-
normal wait times for  essential equipment, such 
as utility poles. PHOTO BY JENNIFER PATON
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Most of us first heard about supply chain 
issues three years ago when the COVID-
19 pandemic left us looking at empty store 
shelves.

Shortages also affected electric utilities. 
But their attention to supply chains started 
years before the pandemic, and it contin-
ues. For electric utilities, the pandemic 
amped up the job of keeping the lights 
on in an industry already adjusting to the 
rapid rise in renewable energy sources and 
power lines battered by severe weather.

Publicly owned utilities are among 
those taking steps to manage both 
immediate and long-term supply chain 
constraints, says Stephanie Crawford, 
regulatory affairs director with the 
National Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association.

“This didn’t happen overnight,” she 
says. “Many of these dynamics started 
before the pandemic.”

Creating a Supply Chain Task Force
Those dynamics include the fact there’s 
only one U.S.-based manufacturer of the 
steel used to make transformers, vital 
pieces of equipment that help regulate 
power levels so electricity is safe to use. 

That constraint, coupled with a 
workforce shortage, means transformer 
manufacturers have not been able to keep 
pace with a significant increase in demand 
coming out of the pandemic. Lead times 
for ordering transformers jumped from 
one or two months to as long as two years.

Those delays threaten to slow progress 
on essential work, such as restoring power 
after a storm or connecting service for 
new consumers.

It hasn’t been just transformers in short 
supply, Stephanie says. Utilities also faced 
delays “for meters, conductors, utility 
poles, bucket trucks—essentially all the 
things needed to keep the system running 
efficiently, including restoration needs and 
serving new load,” she says.

To reduce those backlogs, last summer 
the utility industry created a task force 
to work with the federal government on 
resolving supply chain slowdowns. 

Incentives for U.S. Manufacturing
The task force recommended several 

actions the federal government could 
take to help get utilities what they need. 
Among its suggestions was to provide 
incentives to encourage domestic 
manufacturing of steel for transformers.

The task force also identified national 
trends and policies that could conflict with 
the utility supply chain:

Worker shortages. The same lack of 
people to fill jobs in many parts of the 
economy, from restaurants to hospitals, 
also affects the making of materials 
needed by utilities.

Competition for workers. Any com-
munity wants its economic development 
efforts to attract major new employers. But 
a large new business could take workers 
away from companies that supply essential 
utility equipment. The industry task force 
recommended the government support 
incentives for utility-related work.

Renewable energy and infrastructure 
initiatives. Electric vehicles, solar energy 
and even efforts to expand broadband 
service can use some of the same materials 
needed by utilities. The task force 
recommended the government avoid 
disadvantaging utility work by favoring 
other projects.

All these supply chain issues are causing 
utilities to rethink traditional business 
practices. Stephanie says the logistics and 
procurement functions of electric utilities 
are getting increased attention.

“New strategies are going to be 
needed to meet the utilities’ needs,” she 
says. “They’ve not needed to project the 
demand for transformers five years in the 
future because you could get a transformer 
in 60 days. Now, when it’s taking more 
than a year for the equipment to be 
available, they’re going to have to look at it 
through a different lens.”

Utilities have been adapting to dramatic 
changes, Stephanie says, from weather pat-
terns to sustainable energy. Supply chain 
management is one of the latest twists.

“Publicly owned utilities are really good 
at keeping the lights on,” she says. “But 
these supply chain issues have made that 
job more difficult. Real investment needs 
to be made in domestic manufacturing 
and supply capabilities to make sure all 
utilities can get the equipment they need. 

“This is critical infrastructure, especially 
as we rely on the electric grid to power 
everything from transportation to working 
at home.” 

 

Transformers are a hot commodity for electric utilities. Steel shortages, coupled with a lack 
of manufacturing workers, mean transformer manufacturers are unable to keep pace with  
a significant increase in demand. ADOBE STOCK PHOTO BY CHII CHOBITS
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Answer Key: 1) cords  2) frayed  3) alarms  4) trip  5) heaters  6) water 

ELECTRICAL 
SAFETY WORD 
SCRAMBLE 
Electricity is essential for our daily lives, but it 
can also be dangerous if you don’t play it safe! 

Read the safety tips below and unscramble 
the bolded text to complete the phrase. Use 
the answer key to double check your work. 

1. Never place extension rdsoc under rugs or carpet. 

2. Make sure electrical cords are not yrafde or broken. 

3. Smoke maalsr should be tested every month. 

4. Place electrical cords in areas where you won’t itpr
on them.

5. Keep flammable items at least 3 feet away from 
space shetear.

6. Electricity and rwtea never mix.



Having a backup generator in the house 
ensures a reliable energy source in case of 
power loss, allowing lights, appliances and 
other gadgets to continue operating. 

Whole-house generators—also known 
as backup generators—are larger and more 
expensive than portable generators, but 
they provide the biggest advantages when 
you need them the most.

Standby versus Portable Generators
Unlike a portable generator, a whole-
house backup generator can power all key 
appliances, including the HVAC system, 
refrigerator/freezer, alarm system, garage 
door opener, sump pump and water heater. 
Mobile phones and computers can be 
charged if you have power during an outage.

While the purpose of a standby 
generator is to supply power to the entire 
home in the event of power loss, the 
generator can be customized to power 
select items based on your preferences.

Whole-house backup generators offer 

advantages portable generators do not:
• Security and safety. Because you can’t 

see your surroundings during a blackout, 
the chance of stumbling or tripping is 
higher. A whole-house generator helps 
keep the lights on, ensuring better visibility.

• Ongoing Power Source. Whole-house 
generators provide as much electricity as 
needed for as long as required powering 
everything in the home—all without 
having to add fuel. They will keep the 
sump pump operating and the home’s 
alarm system operational if you are away 
from home during an outage.

• Convenience at its finest. During a 
power outage, the whole-house generator 
will supply complete home functionality 
with the flip of a switch. When the power 
goes out, flip on the generator’s power 
switch and electricity is restored in a 
matter of seconds. Standby generators 
ensure use of only essential appliances and 
critical household functions.

• Save money in the long run. Although 

more expensive to buy and install, a 
backup generator saves money in the long 
run by avoiding appliance repairs and pipe 
replacements. You may save on unexpected 
expenditures and difficulties by using 
whole-house generators to prevent ruined 
food in the refrigerator or frozen pipes. If 
you had multiple power outages over the 
course of 10 years, for example, the savings 
from a standby generator would pile up, 
giving a good return on your investment.

The takeaway
A whole-house generator will provide 
the same comfort traditional electricity 
does in a warm climate. While portable 
generators may offer minimal relief, they 
don’t supply life-essential necessities such 
as water and being able stay cool during 
Florida summers with ease all day without 
interruption.

The next major power outage could 
be just around the corner, so install the 
whole-house generator.  

The Importance of a Whole-House

Backup Generator

Thursday, February 16

Community Forum:  
Preventing Childhood Trauma
Alamogordo 
Willie Estrada Civic Center. 800 East 1st Street.
This 100% Otero Summit runs from 8:30 a.m. to 5 
p.m.—split into a morning and afternoon session— 
and is free to participants. 
Register by February 10 at www.100nm.org/otero/
summit.
For more information, call 575-551-1726 or email 
weavingitalltogether.org.

Until February 4

gallupARTS presents Reflect 
& Refract: Diné Photography & 
Visual Sovereignty
Gallup 
Art123 Gallery
The last of five guest-curated shows at ART 123 
Gallery, Reflect & Refract was curated by Diné visual 
storyteller Rapheal Begay. The show celebrates 
select artists’ relationships to and perspectives of 
Dinétah, the Navajo homeland.
For more information about gallupARTS and ART123 
Gallery, visit www.galluparts.org. ART123 Gallery 
is on Facebook @ART123Gallery. gallupARTS is 
on Facebook @gallupARTS and Instagram @_
gallupARTS.

Enchanted 
Journeys
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Happy Valentine’s Day!

Congratulations to the Winners!

March Topic:
Your favorite music! Draw 
you and your family rocking 
out to your favorite tunes.

April Topic: 
Draw your family pet!

Send Your Drawing
By mail: Youth Editor
 Don Gaspar Ave.
Santa Fe, NM 
By email:
enchantment@nmelectric.coop

Deadline: Submit by the 
 ninth, one month prior to 
publication.

Hooray! 
Winners will recieve a $ 
gift card.

Have a Youth Art Topic?
Email or mail to the 
addresses above, or call 
--.

 items to include on 
the back of your drawing, 
otherwise YOU ARE 
DISQUALIFIED:

. Name
. Age
. Mailing Address
. Phone Number
. Electric Co-op

DON’T FORGET 
THESE ITEMS!

*Accepted artwork up to 
age .

Sofi a Campos • Age 7 • Lea County Electric Cooperative

Jaeda Davis •  Age 7 • Sierra Electric Cooperative

Jaxon Rivera • Age 6 • Otero County Electric Cooperative

youth 

art
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BE THE ONE TO KEEP
THE LIGHTS ON.
Get started on a rewarding
career as an electric line
worker in just 15weeks!

Visit lineworkernm.org

Classes starting in spring and
fall in Rio Rancho, NM.

Book online now at caravan.com

PANAMA
Fully guided tour. Includes 
all meals, all activities, all 
hotels. Tax and fees extra.

8 DAYS $995

MEXICO
Fully guided tour. Includes 
all meals, all activities, all 
hotels. Tax and fees extra.

9 DAYS $995

COSTA RICA
Fully guided tour. Includes 
all meals, all activities, all 
hotels. Tax and fees extra.

9 DAYS $995

Residential internet plans include:
• 24x7 dedicated support
• UNLIMITED data download
• 5 email accounts

*Services provided by TWN Communications. Not available in all areas. With approved credit. Restrictions, terms, and 
conditions apply. Taxes, regulatory, installation/activation, surcharges and other charges not included. Call for details 
or visit www.twncomm.com or for additional information and for terms and conditions of services. Customers 
on qualifying internet plans may receive maximum download speeds ranging from 1.5 Mbps to 25.0 Mbps. Actual 
download speeds will vary. **Offer expires December 31, 2023. Free installation available on a one-year term internet 
plan. Certain terms and conditions apply. Offer available for new customers.

866.215.5333 | twncomm.comCheck availability today!

r eli a b i li ty.
commitment. 
care.

TWN is committed to providing reliable service and 
excellent care to hard to reach areas like yours.

TWN Communications serves the following cities: Deming, 
Edgewood, Elephant Butte, Las Cruces, Maxwell, Moriarty, Mountainair, 
Raton, Sandia Park, Silver City, Socorro, Springer, Truth or Consequences, 
and many surrounding communities.

• Private IP address
•  Wireless router

AN INTERNET 
CONNECTION 
YOU CAN TRUST

Loma Theater 
107 E. Manzanares Ave. 
Socorro, NM

For Showtimes,  
call 575-835-8967 
or visit www.lomatheater.com

Follow us on 
Facebook!

@enchantmentnmreca



Tri-State is a not-for-profit power supplier to 
cooperatives and public power districts in 
Colorado, Nebraska, New Mexico and Wyoming.

UPGRADE YOUR  
HVAC AND SAVE
Looking to comfortably heat your home this winter while 
being more efficient, environmentally friendly, and still 
save money? Consider a high-efficiency heat pump!

+  HEATS EFFICIENTLY IN SUB-ZERO TEMPERATURES 
Modern cold climate heat pumps can heat homes efficiently down to -13°F  
and operate in sub-zero temeratures as low as -20°F.

+  IMPROVES YOUR HOME’S AIR QUALITY 
Natural gas and propane furnaces generate heat by burning a mixture of fossil-fuel 
and air. Heat pumps don’t use combustible fuel to create heat which eliminates 
potential exposure to dangerous combustion byproducts such as carbon monoxide.

+  SAVES MONEY COMPARED TO ELECTRIC 
BASEBOARD HEAT OR PROPANE FURNACES 
A heat pump can transfer up to 300% more energy than it consumes, compared to a 
high-efficiency gas furnace’s 95% rating. Because of this, electric heat pumps can 
also save substantially on fuel consumption.

VISIT US AT 
www.tristate.coop/BE

ELECTRIFY AND SAVE

For the Members of  
Farmers’ Electric Cooperative
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